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seeing me safe that she proved a successful advocate in
obtaining my pardon. My friend Mr. Hudson took tha^-
opportunity of once more remarking there was not tjae
least danger of my being drowned, fate having decreed me
a very different end.

Very soon after the above mentioned trick, I had
another very narrow escape from a watery grave. I was
paddling away close to the Island I have already spoken
of, when sticking the end of the paddle into the bank
to shove the canoe forward, the soil, being a stiff clay,
made such a resistance as instantly to upset my tottering
craft, and I was immersed in at least eight feet of water,
under a perpendicular bank, and here my career would
have ended had it not been for a fisherman named Rogers,
who happened to be near the spot at the time in his
punt, arranging baskets for catching eels, and seeing me in
the water he instantly came to my assistance and picked
me up. I had other escapes from perilous situations I got
into with my canoe, which made my father think it would
be better to indulge me with a boat of a safer kind : he
accordingly ordered a small wherry to be built expressly
for my use, in which I used to row myself up and down to
and from Twickenham and London, a distance from the
windings of the river of at least eighteen miles. Sculling
this boat up in the Spring of the year, when the freshes
prevailed was an arduous and fatiguing task ; I have often
been tugging with all my might for five hours between
Kew and my father's house.

The Coronation of His present Majesty being fixed for
the month of September, my father determined that all his
family should be present at the ceremony. He therefore
engaged one of the Nunnery's, as they are called, in West-
minster Abbey, for which he paid fifty guineas. They are
situated at the head of the great columns that support
the roof, and command an admirable view of the whole
interior of the building. Upon this occasion they were
divided off by wooden partitions, each having a separate
entrance with lock and key to the door, with ease holding a